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President Joe Biden is escorted by Col. Matthew Jones, Commander, 89th Airlift Wing, as he walks 
to board Air Force One at Andrews Air Force Base, Md., Friday, Oct. 7, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Biden’s ‘Armageddon’ talk edges 
beyond bounds of U.S. intel 


By 
A.MADHANI/E.KNICKMEYER/J.BOAK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Bi- 
den’s warning that the world is at risk of a 
nuclear “Armageddon” was designed to 
send an unvarnished message that no one 
should underestimate the extraordinary 
danger if Russia deploys tactical nuclear 
weapons in its war against Ukraine, ad- 
ministration officials said Friday. The presi- 
dent’s grim assessment, delivered during a 
Democratic fundraiser on Thursday night, 


rippled around the globe and appeared 
to edge beyond the boundaries of current 
U.S. intelligence assessments. U.S. secu- 
rity officials continue to say they have no 
evidence that Vladimir Putin has imminent 
plans for a nuclear strike. Biden veered 
into talk about Ukraine at the end of his 
standard fundraising remarks, saying that 
Putin was “not joking when he talks about 
the use of tactical nuclear weapons or bi- 
ological or chemical weapons.” 
Continued on Page 2 
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Biden’s ‘Armageddon’ talk edges beyond bounds of U.S. intel 


Continued from Front 


“We have not faced the 
prospect of Armageddon 
since Kennedy and the 
Cuban Missile Crisis,” he 
added. He suggested the 
threat from Putin is real “be- 
cause his military is — you 
might say — significantly 
underperforming.” 
White House press secre- 
tary Karine Jean-Pierre on 
Friday did not directly re- 
spond to a question about 
whether Biden had gone 
into the event intending 
to invoke Armageddon, as 
the White House sought to 
clarify the president’s off- 
the-cuff comments. 
She told reporters: “Russia’s 
talk of using nuclear weap- 
ons is irresponsible and 
there’s no way to use them 
without unintended con- 
sequences. It cannot hap- 
pen.” She added that “if 
the Cuban missile crisis has 
taught us anything, it is the 
value of reducing nuclear 
risk and not brandishing it.” 
Biden’s 
national 
secu- 
rity team for months has 
warned that Russia could 
use weapons of mass de- 
struction in Ukraine as it has 
faced a series of strategic 
setbacks on the battlefield. 
But the president’s remarks 
were the starkest warnings 
yet by the U.S. government 
about the nuclear stakes. 
One U.S. official said Biden 
was also trying to warn 
against 
underestimating 
the danger any level of 
tactical nuclear weapons. 
There’s some concern in 


the 
administration 
that 
Russia has determined it 
can use its nuclear arse- 
nal in a manner short of a 
“full-blown” nuclear attack 
on Ukraine and face only 
limited reaction from U.S. 
and Western allies who are 
determined to keep the 
Ukraine conflict from turn- 
ing into a broader war, ac- 
cording to the official, who 
spoke on condition of ano- 
nymity to discuss adminis- 
tration thinking 
Putin has repeatedly al- 
luded to using his coun- 
try’s vast nuclear arsenal, 
including last month when 
he announced plans to 
conscript Russian men to 
serve in Ukraine. 


“I want to remind you that 
our country also has vari- 
ous means of destruction 
... and when the territorial 
integrity of our country is 
threatened, to protect Rus- 
sia and our people, we will 
certainly use all the means 
at our disposal,” Putin said. 
“It’s not a bluff.” 
In Europe, leaders sought 
to turn down the volume 
after Biden’s stark warning. 
Asked about Biden’s re- 
marks, 
French 
President 
Emmanuel Macron said it 
was crucial to speak with 
care on the nuclear threat. 
“I have always refused to 
engage in political fiction, 
and especially ... when 
speaking of nuclear weap- 


ons,” Macron said at a 
EU summit in Prague. “On 
this issue, we must be very 
careful.” 
European 
Council 
Presi- 
dent Charles Michel told 
reporters that leaders take 
“every escalation very seri- 
ously,” 
“Threats will not intimidate 
us,” Michel said. “Instead, 
we are going to remain 
calm. We are going to 
keep cool heads and we 
will, each time, denounce 
the irresponsible character 
of these threats.” 
Jean-Pierre reiterated on 
Friday the U.S. has “not 
seen any reason to adjust 
our own strategic nuclear 
posture nor do we have in- 


dications that Russia is pre- 
paring to imminently use 
nuclear weapons.” 
It’s not the first time that Bi- 
den’s comments have ap- 
peared to push against the 
margins of U.S. policy. 
Last month, Biden, in a CBS 
“60 Minutes” interview, said 
that “U.S. forces, U.S. men 
and women, would de- 
fend Taiwan in the event of 
a Chinese invasion. “ 
The White House said after 
the interview that U.S. pol- 
icy toward Taiwan hasn’t 
changed. That policy says 
Washington wants to see 
Taiwan’s 
status 
resolved 
peacefully but doesn’t say 
whether U.S. forces might 
be sent in response to a 
Chinese attack. 
In March, as he wrapped 
up a speech in Warsaw, 
Biden seemed to call for 
the ouster of Putin, saying, 
“For God’s sake, this man 
cannot remain in power.” 
Before Biden could even 
board Air Force One to 
begin the flight back to 
Washington, 
aides 
were 
scrambling to clarify that 
he wasn’t calling for an im- 
mediate change in gov- 
ernment in Moscow. 
Earlier that month, Biden 
called Putin a “war crimi- 
nal” for the Russian on- 
slaught in Ukraine before 
the White House walked 
back the comments. The 
White House had been 
avoiding applying the “war 
criminal” label to Putin, be- 
cause it requires investiga- 
tion and an international 
determination.q 


A U.S. Army officer military aide carries the nuclear launch codes known as the "football," as he 
follows President Joe Biden into the White House after arriving on Marine One, Thursday, Oct. 6, 
2022, in Washington. Biden is returning from New York and New Jersey. 
Associated Press 


Federal judge faults Postmaster 
General DeJoy in mail delays 


By DAVID SHARP and 
MATTHEW DALY 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
federal judge has set lim- 
its on one of the U.S. Post- 


al Service's cost-cutting 
practices that contributed 
to a worrisome slowdown 
of mail deliveries ahead of 
the 2020 presidential elec- 
tion. U.S. District Judge Em- 
met Sullivan concluded 
that Postmaster General 
Louis DeJoy's actions de- 
layed mail deliveries and 
that he acted without ob- 
taining an advisory opinion 
from the Postal Regulatory 
Commission. 
DeJoy restricted overtime 
payments for postal work- 


ers and stopped the agen- 
cy's longtime practice of 
allowing late and extra 
truck deliveries in the sum- 
mer of 2020. The moves 
reduced costs but meant 
some mail was left behind 
to be delivered the follow- 
ing day. 
Those delays and the re- 
moval of many mail-sort- 
ing machines were among 
actions that led New York 
and several other states to 
sue — claiming the actions 
amounted to voter sup- 


pression. DeJoy, a long- 
time 
Republican 
donor 
and political ally of former 
President Donald Trump, 
eventually halted some of 
his operational changes 
"to avoid even the ap- 
pearance of impact on 
election mail." 
New York Attorney Gener- 
al Letitia James, a Demo- 
crat who is running for re- 
election, said Friday that 
the Postal Service actions 
"made a mockery of the 
right to vote."q 


A U.S. Postal Service employee works outside a post office in 
Wheeling, Ill., Dec. 3, 2021. 
Associated Press 
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Biden pardons thousands for 'simple possession' of marijuana 


By ZEKE MILLER and CHRIS 
MEGERIAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden is pardon- 
ing thousands of Americans 
convicted of "simple pos- 
session" of marijuana under 
federal law, as his admin- 
istration takes a dramatic 
step toward decriminaliz- 
ing the drug and address- 
ing charging practices that 
disproportionately impact 
people of color. 
Biden's move also covers 
thousands 
convicted 
of 
the crime in the District of 
Columbia. He is also calling 
on governors to issue simi- 
lar pardons for those con- 
victed of state marijuana 
offenses, which reflect the 
vast majority of marijuana 
possession cases.Biden, in 
a statement, said the move 
reflects his position that "no 
one should be in jail just for 
using or possessing marijua- 
na." "Too many lives have 
been upended because 
of our failed approach to 
marijuana," he added. "It's 
time that we right these 
wrongs." According to the 
White House, no one is cur- 
rently in federal prison sole- 
ly for "simple possession" of 
the drug, but the pardon 
could help thousands over- 
come obstacles to renting 
a home or finding a job. 
"There are thousands of 
people who have prior 
Federal 
convictions 
for 


marijuana possession, who 
may be denied employ- 
ment, housing, or educa- 
tional opportunities as a re- 
sult," he said. "My action will 
help relieve the collateral 
consequences arising from 
these convictions." 
The pardon does not cover 
convictions for possession 
of other drugs, or for charg- 
es relating to producing 
or 
possessing 
marijuana 
with an intent to distribute. 
Biden is also not pardoning 
non-citizens who were in 
the U.S. without legal status 
at the time of their arrest. 
The announcement marks 
Biden's reckoning with the 


impact of 1994 crime leg- 
islation, which he support- 
ed, that increased arrest 
and incarceration rates for 
drug crimes, particularly for 
Black and Latino people. 
The Department of Justice 
is working to devise a pro- 
cess for those covered by 
Biden's pardon to receive 
a certificate of pardon, 
which they can show to po- 
tential employers and oth- 
ers as needed. "The Justice 
Department 
will 
expedi- 
tiously administer the Presi- 
dent's proclamation, which 
pardons individuals who 
engaged in simple posses- 
sion of marijuana, restoring 


political, civil, and other 
rights to those convicted of 
that offense," the depart- 
ment said in a statement. 
"In coming days, the Office 
of the Pardon Attorney will 
begin implementing a pro- 
cess to provide impacted 
individuals with certificates 
of pardon." Biden is also 
directing the secretary of 
Health and Human Ser- 
vices and the U.S. attorney 
general to review how mar- 
ijuana is scheduled under 
federal law. Rescheduling 
the drug would reduce or 
potentially eliminate crimi- 
nal penalties for possession. 
Marijuana is currently clas- 


sified as a Schedule I drug, 
alongside heroin and LSD, 
but ahead of fentanyl and 
methamphetamine. 
The 
White House did not set a 
timeline for the review. 
But Biden said he believes 
that as the federal gov- 
ernment and many states 
ease marijuana laws, they 
should maintain limitations 
on trafficking, marketing 
and underage sales. 
The move by Biden puts 
the federal government 
on course with other big 
cities like New York that 
have been moving toward 
decriminalizing 
low-level 
marijuana arrests for years. 
But there's a big divide in 
the nation as some police 
departments still believe 
the drug leads to more se- 
rious crime and ignoring 
low-level offenses embold- 
ens criminals. Advocacy 
groups praised Biden's an- 
nouncement, with Kassan- 
dra Frederique, the execu- 
tive director of the Drug 
Policy Alliance, saying the 
organization was "thrilled." 
"This is incredibly long over- 
due," 
said 
Frederique. 
"There is no reason that 
people should be saddled 
with a criminal record — 
preventing them from ob- 
taining employment, hous- 
ing, and countless other 
opportunities — for some- 
thing that is already legal in 
19 states and D.C. and de- 
criminalized in 31 states." q 


A demonstrator waves a flag with marijuana leaves depicted on it during a protest calling for the 
legalization of marijuana, outside of the White House on April 2, 2016, in Washington. 
Associated Press 


Supreme Court’s new ‘class photo’ 
includes number of firsts 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
group photo of the Su- 
preme Court's nine mem- 
bers is a long-standing rit- 
ual. But it has never looked 
quite like the one taken on 
Friday. 
The new image includes 
Justice 
Ketanji 
Brown 
Jackson, the first Black fe- 
male justice, who joined 
the court in June. With her 
addition, the court marks 
a number of firsts. It's the 
first time white men don't 
hold a majority on the 
court and the first time 
four women have served 
together. It's also the first 
time the court has had 


two Black justices. 
Jackson participated in 
her first arguments this 
week because the justices 
began their summer break 
when she joined the court. 
Friday's formal photo cap- 
tured by news photogra- 
phers is sometimes called 
the group's "class photo." 
In it, the justices are posi- 
tioned in front of a red cur- 
tain, similar to their court- 
room's red drapes. Five 
of the justices are seated 
in their black robes with 
Chief Justice John Rob- 
erts in the center. The four 
remaining justices stand 
behind them. The justices 


sit in order of seniority with 
the longest-serving justice, 
Justice Clarence Thomas, 
sitting on Roberts' right. 
Jackson is standing at the 
far right. 
Because no cameras are 
allowed in the courtroom 
when the justices hear ar- 
guments, the class photo 
is one of the few times the 
group is photographed 
together. The justices also 
were photographed to- 
gether at Jackson's cer- 
emonial 
investiture 
last 
week. A new class photo 
generally won't be taken 
until another justice joins 
the court.q 


Members of the Supreme Court sit for a new group portrait 
following the addition of Associate Justice Ketanji Brown 
Jackson, at the Supreme Court building in Washington, Friday, 
Oct. 7, 2022. Bottom row, from left, Associate Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor, Associate Justice Clarence Thomas, Chief Justice 
of the United States John Roberts, Associate Justice Samuel 
Alito, and Associate Justice Elena Kagan. Top row, from left, 
Associate Justice Amy Coney Barrett, Associate Justice Neil 
Gorsuch, Associate Justice Brett Kavanaugh, and Associate 
Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson. 
Associated Press 
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By JAMES MacPHERSON 
Associated Press 
BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) — 
North Dakota’s five Ameri- 
can Indian tribes are seek- 
ing exclusive rights to host 
internet 
gambling 
and 
sports betting in the state, 
a monopoly worth millions, 
just a year after legislators 
turned aside a push by one 
big national player to allow 
it in the state. 
The tribes are turning to Re- 
publican Gov. Doug Bur- 
gum to approve the idea 
under tribal-state agree- 
ments known as compacts, 
the first of which was signed 
in 1992. The current com- 
pacts expire at the end of 
this year and only Burgum 
can approve them, said 
Deb McDaniel, North Da- 
kota’s top gambling regu- 
lator. 
The tribes argue their casi- 
nos have been hurt by the 
explosion of electronic pull 
tab machines statewide 
after they were legalized in 
2017, with North Dakotans 
pouring almost $1.75 billion 
into the machines in fiscal 
2022. Their proposal, ob- 
tained by The Associated 
Press, is still in draft form. A 
public hearing on a final 
proposal is set for Oct. 21, 
McDaniel said. 


DraftKings, a big player in 
the U.S. mobile gambling 
market, supported legisla- 
tion and a failed resolution 
last year to allow sports 
betting in North Dakota to 
join about two dozen other 
states. 
The company said at the 
time that sports wagering 
already is taking place in 
North Dakota, with an esti- 
mated 138,000 people bet- 
ting more than $355 million 


in illegal offshore markets 
annually each year. 
Americans have bet more 
than $125 billion on sports 
with legal gambling outlets 
in the four years since the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s 2018 
decision that lifted a feder- 
al ban on sports gambling, 
clearing the way for all 50 
states to offer it. 
In the fifth year of legal 
sports betting, the action is 
speeding up due to micro- 


betting, the ability to place 
a bet on an outcome as 
narrowly targeted as the 
result of the next pitch in 
baseball or the next play in 
football. 
It’s unclear what the finan- 
cial benefits would be to 
the tribes — or the state — 
under the proposal, or how 
it would be regulated and 
taxed. 
Burgum spokesperson Mike 
Nowatzki said the gover- 


nor would not comment 
because negotiations are 
ongoing. 
The proposal comes as 
Burgum has worked to im- 
prove state-tribal relations 
that have been especially 
strained since he took of- 
fice in 2016 in the midst of 
prolonged 
protests 
and 
hundreds of arrests during 
the construction of the Da- 
kota Access Pipeline that 
passes beneath the Mis- 
souri River near the Stand- 
ing Rock Sioux Reservation. 
The tribe draws its water 
from the Missouri and fears 
pollution. 
Burgum in 2017 signed leg- 
islation that approved the 
electronic pull tab ma- 
chines, despite opposition 
from tribes that warned 
the Las Vegas-style games 
would lure gamblers away 
from 
the 
state’s 
tribal- 
owned casinos. 
Allowing the tribes to host 
internet gambling and take 
off-reservation bets would 
help improve relations and 
offset losses tribes have 
suffered from e-tabs, said 
Cynthia Monteau, a lawyer 
and executive director of 
the United Tribes Gaming 
Association, which consists 
of leaders from each of the 
state’s five tribes. q 


Gov. Doug Burgum meets with state agency leaders in the state capitol to present his executive 
budget guidelines for 2023-2025 Thursday, May 5, 2022 in Bismarck, N.D. 
Associated Press 


North Dakota tribes want exclusive rights on online gambling 


By DEEPTI HAJELA 
Associated Press 
New York City’s mayor de- 
clared a state of emergen- 
cy on Friday over the thou- 
sands of migrants being 
sent from southern border 
states since the spring, say- 
ing the demand being put 
on the city to provide hous- 
ing and other assistance is 
“not sustainable.” 
“A city recovering from an 
ongoing global pandemic 
is being overwhelmed by 
a humanitarian crisis made 
by human hands,” Mayor 
Eric Adams said. “We are 
at the edge of the preci- 
pice. ... We need help. And 
we need it now.” 
By the end of its fiscal year, 
Adams said the city ex- 
pected to spend $1 billion 
helping the new arrivals, 
many of whom are heavily 
reliant on government aid 


because federal law pro- 
hibits them from working in 
the U.S. 
The administration did not 
specify 
what 
costs 
are 
being 
included 
in 
that 


amount. 
Adams, a Democrat, said 
the new arrivals are wel- 
come in the city. And he 
spoke with pride of New 
York City’s history as a land- 


ing spot for new immigrants. 
“New Yorkers have always 
looked out for our immi- 
grant brothers and sisters. 
We see ourselves in them. 
We see our ancestors in 
them,” he said. 
But, he said, “though our 
compassion is limitless, our 
resources are not.” 
New York City’s already 
strained shelter system has 
been under even greater 
pressure for much of this 
year because of the unex- 
pected increase of those 
needing help. 
Between five and six buses 
of migrants are arriving per 
day, Adams said, with nine 
on Thursday alone. Many 
of those buses have been 
chartered and paid for by 
Republican officials in Tex- 
as and Arizona who have 
sought to put pressure on 
the Biden administration to 


change border policies by 
sending migrants to Dem- 
ocratic-leaning cities and 
states in the north. 
One out of five beds in New 
York City’s homeless shelter 
system is now occupied by 
a migrant, and the sudden 
influx has swelled its popu- 
lation to record levels. The 
city has opened 42 new, 
temporary shelters, mostly 
in hotels, but Adams said 
more would need to be 
done. 
On Friday, he said that in- 
cluded city agencies co- 
ordinating to build more 
humanitarian 
centers; 
fast-tracking New Yorkers 
from shelters to permanent 
housing, which would clear 
space for new arrivals to the 
city; and putting together 
a process for New Yorkers 
who have extra room to 
house those in need.q 


Workers erect a hangar-sized tent, Sept. 27, 2022, in the 
parking lot of Orchard Beach, in the Bronx borough of New 
York, as temporary shelter for thousands of international 
migrants who have been bused into the Big Apple. 


Associated Press 


Mayor declares state of emergency for NYC over migrants 
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By JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Britain 
and Ireland hailed a new 
spirit of compromise on 
Friday in a grinding feud 
over post-Brexit trade rules, 
expressing hope of mak- 
ing enough progress in the 
next three weeks to avoid a 
destabilizing new election 
in Northern Ireland. 
It comes as new British Prime 
Minister Liz Truss seeks to 
improve relations with the 
U.K.’s neighbors after the 
country’s long, acrimonious 
divorce from the European 
Union. U.K. Northern Ireland 
Secretary 
Chris 
Heaton- 
Harris said Britain and the EU 
were negotiating “in good 
faith and good humor” a 
marked contrast from the 
bitter tone that has marred 
relations since the U.K. vot- 
ed for Brexit in 2016. 
Speaking to reporters in 
London after a meeting 
of the British-Irish Intergov- 
ernmental Conference, he 
said he was “very positive 
about the chances of get- 
ting a negotiated solution.” 
Irish Foreign Minister Simon 
Coveney 
said 
“political 
leadership is about making 
things happen and some- 
times surprising people, and 


I think that’s what we need 
to do over the next few 
weeks.” Arrangements for 
Northern Ireland the only 
part of the U.K. that shares 
a border with an EU mem- 
ber, which is Ireland have 
been the most contentious 
issue so far in the U.K.-E.U. 
divorce, which became fi- 
nal at the end of 2020. 
The two sides agreed to 


keep the Irish border free 
of customs posts and oth- 
er checks because an 
open border is a key pillar 
of the peace process that 
ended decades of vio- 
lence in Northern Ireland. 
Instead, some goods enter- 
ing Northern Ireland from 
the rest of the U.K. undergo 
checks. That solution has 
spiraled into a political crisis 


for the power-sharing gov- 
ernment in Belfast, with Brit- 
ish Unionist politicians refus- 
ing to form a government 
with Irish nationalists be- 
cause they see the checks 
as undermining their British 
identity and Northern Ire- 
land’s place in the United 
Kingdom. Earlier this year, 
with talks to solve the prob- 
lem gridlocked, Britain in- 


troduced legislation to sus- 
pend the checks and rip 
up part of its legally binding 
Brexit treaty. The unilateral 
move brought legal action 
from the EU and the risk of 
an all-out trade war. 
But Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine has put Brexit in 
perspective, brought Euro- 
pean allies closer together 
and given the U.K. and the 
EU new motivation to heal 
their divide. U.K. and EU 
negotiators this week held 
their first talks in months. 
Neither side has set a dead- 
line, but one date looms: If 
the Northern Ireland execu- 
tive is not up and running 
by Oct. 28, a new election 
must be held, bringing yet 
more uncertainty. 
Coveney said the aim was 
to make enough progress 
before Oct. 28 to persuade 
North Ireland’s unionists to 
rejoin the Belfast executive. 
“I don’t think we can get 
everything agreed in the 
space of three weeks, that 
is completely unrealistic,” 
he said. “But the question 
is can we make progress 
that is measurable and se- 
rious in that period where 
people can see we’re on a 
course that the people can 
start believing in.” q 


By ALEKSANDAR FURTULA 
Associated Press 
AMSTERDAM (AP) — Six Eu- 
ropean countries pledged 
Friday to beef up their 
cross-border 
cooperation 
and to work more closely 


with Latin America in fight- 
ing organized crime, espe- 
cially drug barons battling 
for control of the lucrative 
cocaine market. 
The Netherlands, Belgium, 
Germany, 
France, 
Italy 


and Spain made the com- 
mitment at a meeting of 
ministers and officials in 
Amsterdam, a city afflicted 
by drug-related violence in 
recent years. 
Belgian Justice Minister Vin- 
cent Van Quickenborne 
knows first-hand the lengths 
that criminal gangs will go 
to safeguard their multibil- 
lion-euro (dollar) business. 
He was put under protec- 
tion last month after four 
people suspected of tak- 
ing part in a plot by alleged 
drug criminals to kidnap 
him were arrested in the 
Netherlands. 
“I think we’ve entered in a 
new phase, a new phase 
called narco-terrorism, a 
phase where the narco-ter- 
rorists try to destabilize the 
society and get their grip 
on society,” Van Quicken- 
borne told The Associated 
Press. “And of course, we 


will never allow our coun- 
tries to become narco- 
states like you see them 
sometimes in Latin Ameri- 
ca.” 
Asked about the kidnap 
plot, he said: “this has been 
a very tough period for my- 
self, especially for my fam- 
ily; my wife and my chil- 
dren” 
In a closing statement, 
the countries pledged to 
strengthen ports and mari- 
time security, clamp down 
on criminal business mod- 
els, strengthen their use of 
technology in tackling or- 
ganized crime and to im- 
prove international coop- 
eration. 
“Criminals do not know bor- 
ders, so we have to work 
together,” Van Quicken- 
borne said after the meet- 
ing that was also attended 
by representatives from Eu- 
ropean Union police and 


justice agencies Europol 
and Eurojust along with of- 
ficials from the European 
Commission. 
Amsterdam, 
the 
capital 
of the Netherlands, saw a 
series of underworld hits in 
recent years including the 
slaying of crime reporter 
Peter R. de Vries and a law- 
yer representing a witness 
in a gangland killings inves- 
tigation. 
The Netherlands and Bel- 
gium are home to the ma- 
jor ports of Rotterdam and 
Antwerp, two of Europe’s 
main entry points for co- 
caine. More than 214 tons 
of the drug were seized 
in Europe in 2020, a 6% in- 
crease from the previous 
year, and experts from 
the European Monitoring 
Center for Drugs and Drug 
Addiction 
believe 
that 
amount could reach 300 
tons this year.q 


From left, Minister of State for Northern Ireland Steve Baker, the Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland Chris Heaton Harris, Irish Foreign Affairs Minister Simon Coveney and Minister for Justice 
Helen McEntee speak during the British-Irish Intergovernmental Conference at Lancaster House in 
London, Friday Oct. 7, 2022. 
Associated Press 


UK, Ireland signal new hope of deal to end Brexit trade feud 


Netherlands Justice Minister Dilan Yesilgoz-Zegerius arrives to 
deliver a statement in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Friday, Oct. 7, 
2022, after ministers and delegations from six European nations 
met to discuss ways of stepping up the fight against organized 
crime that they warn is undermining society. 


Associated Press 


6 European nations agree to step up anti-drug cooperation 
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DÁNICA COTO 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— Haiti’s government has 
agreed to request the help 
of international armed forc- 
es as gangs and protesters 
paralyze the country and 
basic 
supplies 
including 
fuel and water dwindle, a 
top ranking Haitian official 
told The Associated Press 
on Friday. 
The official, who was not 
authorized to speak about 
the issue publicly, said a 
formal request in writing has 
not yet been submitted. 
It wasn’t clear if the request 
would mean the activation 
of United Nations peace- 
keeping troops, whose mis- 
sion ended five years ago 
after a troubled 11 years 
in Haiti. The petition comes 
after Luis Almagro, secre- 
tary general of the Organi- 
zation of American States, 
held a meeting Thursday 
with officials including U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken and Haiti Foreign 
Affairs Minister Jean Victor 
Généus to talk about the 
country’s worsening situa- 
tion. Almagro tweeted late 
Thursday that Haiti “must 
request urgent assistance 
from the international com- 
munity to help resolve se- 
curity crises, determine the 


characteristics of an inter- 
national security force.” 
Many Haitians have re- 
jected the idea of another 
international 
intervention, 
noting that U.N. peace- 
keepers were accused of 
sexual assault and sparked 
a cholera epidemic more 
than a decade ago that 
killed nearly 10,000 people. 
“I don’t think Haiti needs 
another 
intervention,” 
said Mathias Pierre, Haiti’s 


former elections minister. 
“We have been through 
so many, and nothing has 
been solved... If we don’t 
do it as Haitians, 10 years 
forward, we’re going to 
be in the same situation 
again.” 
He called on the U.S. gov- 
ernment to help reduce 
the amount of ammunition 
and guns flowing to Haiti, 
and to further equip police 
officers so they have more 


weapons and the ability to 
run intelligence on gangs. 
He also worried about the 
situation that an interna- 
tional security force would 
encounter. 
“It’s not an army they’re 
facing,” he said. “They’re 
facing gangs located in 
poor areas and using the 
population as shields to 
protect themselves.” 
Haiti’s National Police has 
struggled to control gangs 


with its limited resources 
and chronic understaffing, 
with only some 12,800 ac- 
tive officers for a country of 
more than 11 million peo- 
ple. The gangs have only 
grown more powerful since 
the July 2021 assassination 
of President Jovenel Moïse. 
As the administration of 
Prime Minister Ariel Henry 
agreed on the request for 
foreign armed forces, his 
office issued a statement 
asserting that he has not 
resigned, rejecting what 
it called fake reports cir- 
cling on social media that 
prompted hundreds of Hai- 
tians across the country to 
celebrate in the streets late 
Thursday. 
“It is purely and simply strat- 
egies of fabrications, in- 
toxication, orchestrated by 
ill-intentioned 
individuals, 
aiming to sow more trouble 
and confusion,” his office 
said. 
Protesters 
and 
increas- 
ingly powerful gangs have 
helped plunge Haiti into 
an unprecedented level 
of chaos, with the coun- 
try paralyzed for nearly 
a month after gangs sur- 
rounded a large fuel termi- 
nal in the capital of Port-au- 
Prince, refusing to budge 
until Henry steps down. q 


By MANUEL RUEDA 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — 
Venezuela’s opposition suf- 
fered a rebuff Thursday as 
19 members of the Organi- 
zation of American States 
backed a proposal to re- 
move its envoy from the 
regional forum for political 
and economic issues. 
Although 
the 
proposal 
failed to get the two-thirds 
marjority, 
or 
24 
votes, 
needed to be put on the 
agenda of the OAS Gen- 
eral Assembly being held in 
Lima, Peru, it was a tough 
blow for opponents of Ven- 
ezuelan President Nicolas 
Maduro. 
More than half of the orga- 
nization’s 35 members vot- 
ed for the resolution and 


many 
others 
abstained, 
signaling a growing lack 
of support in the region for 
the faction of Venezuela’s 
opposition led by Juan 
Guaidó. Only four states 
stood with the Guaidó en- 
voy. 
The resolution, drafted by 
the island nation of Anti- 
gua and Barbuda, would 
have stripped recognition 
of Gustavo Tarre as Ven- 
ezuela’s permanent repre- 
sentative at the OAS on the 
grounds that Guaidó is not 
a head of state. 
“Guaidó’s 
international 
support 
has 
decreased 
substantially,” said Mariano 
de Alba, a Venezuela ana- 
lyst at the International Cri- 
sis Group. 
“The opposition is in dire 


need of a new leadership 
that is able to coordinate 
discontent within the coun- 
try and build leverage so 
the government has an 
interest in negotiating with 
them.” 
Guaidó, then head of Ven- 
ezuela’s National Assem- 
bly, challenged Maduro’s 
claim to the presidency in 
2019 following his victory in 
an election that was widely 
dismissed by international 
observers as fraudulent. 
Guaidó formed an “interim 
government” that was rec- 
ognized by the U.S. and 
dozens of other countries, 
but it had no control over 
other Venezuelan institu- 
tions and failed to weaken 
Maduro’s socialist adminis- 
tration. 


At the time, a majority of 
the OAS members voted 
to give Venezuela’s seat 
to a representative picked 
by the National Assembly, 
which was then controlled 
by the opposition. 
But support for Guaidó has 
dwindled as his efforts to 


remove Maduro through 
protests, international sanc- 
tions, a military uprising and 
negotiations failed. . Some 
nations have recently de- 
cided that they can gain 
more from to re-establish- 
ing ties with the Maduro 
government.q 


A protester carries a piece of wood simulating a weapon during a protest demanding the 
resignation of Prime Minister Ariel Henry, in the Petion-Ville area of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Oct. 3, 
2022. 
Associated Press 


Official: Haiti to seek foreign armed forces to quell chaos 


U.S. Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken, second from the left, 
waves as he stands with the leaders and representatives of the 
countries of the Organisation of American States during a group 
photo during the 52nd OAS General Assembly in Lima, Peru, 
Thursday, Oct. 6, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Support for Venezuela’s opposition 
is dwindling at OAS 
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ORANJESTAD – Aruba as an 
island is heavily dependent 
on the maritime sector for, 
among other things, a great 
portion of our visitors – cruise 
lines – as well as imports of 
food, raw materials and fuel. 
Countries that receive a lot 
of ships, like Aruba, need to 
take international law into 
consideration and ensure to 
always comply with these. 


If that is not the case, the 
country can find itself in 
serious trouble. Each country 
receiving ships needs to have 
a maritime administration, 
which in the case of Aruba 
is Directie Scheepvaart 
– the Department of 
Shipping Management. This 
department ensures that the 
country is complying with 
international law. 


In 2020, countries in the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands 
made agreements to install 
a so-called Koninkrijks 
Maritieme Administratie 
(KMA), 
the 
Kingdom 
Maritime Administration. 
KMA’s main task is to have 
collaboration among all 
maritime administration in 
order to help each other 
on the maritime sector. This 
ensures that the Kingdom 
of the Netherlands can 
successfully pass the IMSAS 
Audit by IMO London, 
which will take place in the 
beginning of 2023. 


In 
the 
context 
of 
preparations for this audit, 
recently the Aruban minister 
of Transport, Mr. Ursell Arends 
received a visit from the 
KMA delegation from the 


Netherlands, during which 
they discussed cooperation, 
existing concerns and the 
opportunities available for 
Aruba – and sister islands with 
the possibility of cooperation 
and the help of experts both 


from the Netherlands and 
other countries within the 
Kingdom. 


It is important to recognize 
the importance of our 
maritime 
sector, 
and 


Directie Scheepvaart which 
is in charge of this. Directie 
Scheepvaart is working 
tirelessly and continuously 
to continue keeping Aruba 
in compliance with all 
international law.q 


ORANJESTAD – During the 
General Assembly of the 
Organization of American 
States (OEA) which took 
place this week in Lima, 
Peru, Mrs. Evelyn Wever- 
Croes, as prime minister of 
Aruba and as part of the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands 
had 
the 
opportunity 
to 
participate 
as 
speaker 
in 
the 
forum 
regarding 
female 
leadership 
in 
international 
politics 
in 
order to fight inequality and 
discrimination of women. 


This 
was 
a 
high 
level 
dialogue 
with 
female 
ministers of foreign relations 
from 
the 
American 
continent. 


Prime minister Wever-Croes 
commented that it is sad 
to know that inequality 
between men and women 
is increasing around the 
world, and our region is 
heavily affected by this 
inequality. There are very 
high indexes of inequality 
in our region that are 
negatively 
impacting 
the wellness of everyone. 
Alarming data regarding 
femicide y violence against 


women is proof of a high 
index of inequality. 
The Government of Aruba 
and the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands 
recognizes 
the urgency to double the 
efforts regarding gender 
equality. 
While 
gender 
inequality is getting worse 
worldwide, the violence 
against women and girls 
is increasing, and workers 
in 
the 
informal 
sector, 
who in their majority are 
women, are those who 
are more heavily affected 
economically. 


According to data from 
CEPAL 
from 
2020, 
19 
percent of youths between 
the ages of 15 to 25 in 
Latin America are neither 
studying 
nor 
working, 
and among women the 
percentage is 26%. The 
main reasons for this, in the 
case of women, are the 
work of homemaker, for 
which they are not paid. 
According to the report 
“The 
Pandemic 
in 
the 
shadow of CEPAL”, at least 
4091 women were victims 
of femicide in 26 countries 
(17 
countries 
in 
Latin 


America and 9 Caribbean 
countries) in 2020. These 
data are very worrying, 
and for this reason, it is 
imperative to act now. 


The 
Kingdom 
of 
the 
Netherlands 
joins 
itself 
to the group of pioneers 
that adopted a Feminist 
Policy of Foreign Relations. 
The basis is that there 
exists a direct relationship 
between gender equality, 
economic prosperity and 
national security. With a 
wider 
gender 
equality, 
the resources of society 
can be more balanced. 


In the principle of Feminist 
Policy of Foreign Relations, 
gender 
equality 
needs 
to be central in every 
international 
agreement: 
in 
cooperation 
for 
development, international 
commerce, defense and 
diplomacy. 
Bigger 
and 
more 
elevated 
equality 
of rights results in more 
economic prosperity, more 
sustainable 
development 
and 
more 
international 
security 
for 
everyone. 
Everyone will benefit from 
gender equality, men and 
women. 
It 
is 
important 
also 
to 
mention that a Feminist 
Policy of Foreign Relations 
can contribute also to a 
world that is fairer, where 
men 
and 
women 
can 
have the same rights and 
opportunities. 
In 
order 
to make this possible, it 
is necessary to promote 
treaties and agreements 
on the matter. 
If we truly want to deal with 
the fundamental causes of 
inequality and poverty, it is 
crucial to apply a gender 
perspective in everything 
we do.q 


Prime minister of Aruba participated in forum with female foreign 
relations ministers in the Americas 
During OEAs General Assembly in Lima, Peru 


Department of Shipping Management together with the Kingdom Maritime 
Administration in preparations for IMSAS Audit 
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Get it ALL done at Do It Center and Super Do It Center & Groceries 


Noord – Sometimes all we need is one place 
where we can do all our shopping at once. 
Well, Do it center and Super Do it Center Gro- 
ceries has it all. This is the largest, local owned 
Do it Center in the Caribbean and best of all a 
100% locally owned family business. 


How it all began 
It was 1938 when Mr. Eric Ponson started his 
journey at General Store. Ponson did not 
hesitate and decided to buy General Store. 
Buying a store and thus going from employee 
to owner of a business with a debt of 11.000 
guilders was not an easy task. 


As the saying goes: “Behind every successful 
man, is a strong woman”. In the case of Pon- 
son, this was no different. As General Store 
progressed and slowly became successful, 
Mrs. Irene Ponson, came in to assist her hus- 
band. Irene Ponson is a visionary, she knew 
exactly where and how to invest and within 
a short amount of time in 1970, General Store 
moved to a better location at the Steenweg. 
This aloud for a lot more merchandize, prod- 
ucts and employees. Supply and demand 
was as such, that General Store became the 
number 1 electrical business. Business kept 
going so well that the location at the Steen- 
weg became too small and was moved later 
to Dakota Shopping Paradise and later to 
Pedro Gallego Straat. With this move, an ex- 
pansion was decided upon and an electron- 
ics store in Savaneta was opened. General 
Store still being very successful was ready for 
more growth. 


Ricky, Kenneth, Corine and Frans are the fruits 
of this marriage. Kenneth and Frans however, 
decided to further develop their father’s leg- 


acy and continued with their mother’s dream 
to expand the business. An expansion not in 
square feet only, but in merchandize as well. 
A great opportunity presented itself when 
the Ponson family was able to buy a piece of 
property across from the airport. In 2007 the 
Ponson family moved into their brand new 
and huge building. Ponson’s General Store 
now had an electrical department, as house- 
wares department, a paint department and 
a hardware department. 


After a successful opening and expansion, 
Kenneth and Frans who inherited their moth- 
ers vision, decided that General Store was 
ready for yet another expansion.With the 
support of Mr. Tom Barfell and management 
of Do it Best in the States, the construction of 
Do it Center commenced. 
Fast forward to today. A Do it Center in Aruba, 
with more than 50.000 top of the line items for 
interior as well exterior use, building materials, 
STO products and a top of the line grocery 
store. Perseverance, responsibility, vision and 
the courage to invest have made Ponson’s 
General Store as successful as it is today. 
Super Do It Center Shaba & Groceries 
Located in Shaba, Noord. This is the last sib- 
ling of the Do It Center family. Here you will 
be able to find anything you are looking for. 
The building is divided into several depart- 
ments from home to hardware to groceries. 
Everything under one roof. 
Groceries? Visit the fully stocked supermar- 
ket with fresh fruits and vegetables and high 
class meat selections. Highly known products 
and brands are here for you to grab. Every 
week Do It Center Groceries offers its weekly 
special on selected items. Weekly specials 


are very popular and a perfect chance for 
you to buy your favorite products at a re- 
duced price. 


Need a home makeover? 
Do not skip the furniture department “Leen- 
bakker”. Here, you will find a divine collec- 
tion of European furniture, worldwide known 
for their modern and stylish features for your 
bedroom, bathroom, living room or kitchen. 
For your garden they have a wide selection 
of durable furniture specially made for our 
tropical climate. Take a walk around and 
find some treasures. Find the perfect acces- 
sory for your house, fitted for your personality 
and style. Modern, elegant, retro industrial, 
whatever your style is you will definitely find 
something for your personal taste. 
Join us this Sunday as we will be opening 
our Christmas Department at 3 pm. We will 
have Santa Claus dancing on the tunes of DJ 
Sky. They will be entertaining you from 11 am 
while you are doing your shopping. You can 
also take pictures with Santa Claus. Make 
sure to catch on the specials we have and to 
take advantage of all the tastings we have in 
store especially for the opening of our Christ- 
mas Department. And last but not least, what 
is a Christmas celebration on the Island with- 
out a Gaita? Of course Gaita Katatumbo will 
be performing this day to start bringing you 
into the Christmas mood. So, come with you 
family and start enjoying Christmas with us. 


Do it Center Shaba is open from Monday to 
Saturday from 8AM to 8PM and on Sunday’s 
from 9AM to 6PM. 


For more information go to www.doit.aw.q 
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To travel or enter Aruba with pets there are rules to abide by 


Veterinaire Dienst Aruba, 
the authority in charge of 
pet or animal related top- 
ics, has informed that all 
pet owners that want to ei- 
ther travel with their pets or 
enter Aruba with their pets, 
need to abide by certain 
rules. 


All animals need to have a 
valid health certificate for 
exportation or importation. 
To import or export any 
animal from Aruba or to 
Aruba, you have to abide 
by the rules as stated in 
the law of the destinacion 
country, the origin and 
transit country as well as 
protected animals. 


Before you reserve a flight 
ticket, the pet owner must 
look for the correct infor- 
mation beforehand, in or- 
der to make sure you will 
be in compliance. To find 
information as pertains to 
Aruba, you can send an 


e-mail to vetservice@dvg. 
aw. The moment you want 
to travel to a country, you 
must find information from 
the veterinary service of 
the country you want to 


travel to. 


The 
importation 
of 
do- 
mestic animals from Lat- 
in America and Central 
America including Mexico, 


Haiti, Dominican Repub- 
lic and Cuba is prohibited. 
There are exceptions that 
are tied to circumstances 
like for example, if the pet 
is part of the moving pro- 


cess between countries. 
For more information about 
the exportation or importa- 
tion of domestic animals, 
contact Veterinaire Dienst. 


Protected Animals under 
CITES 
Certain animals like tur- 
tles, iguanas, conch and 
various types of corals are 
protected under CITES. Be- 
cause of this, importation 
and exportation of these 
animals and more, will only 
be allowed with a permit 
given by CITES. 


For more information con- 
tact the veterinary service, 
and to process the neces- 
sary documents in a timely 
manner, send an e-mail in 
time in order to get approv- 
al before you travel. Con- 
tact them on the phone at 
(297) 522-4310 or e-mail at 
vetservice@dgv.aw.q 


Saturday 8 OctOber 2022 
A10 locAl 


Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal 
visitors at Costa Linda Beach Resort Aruba 


The Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity recently had the great 
pleasure to recognized the 
Goodwill Ambassador Cer- 
tification of Aruba to hon- 
oree. The honoree was pre- 
sented with the Goodwill 
Ambassador Certificate as 
a token of appreciation for 
visiting the island for more 
than 20 years consecutive- 
ly. 


Honorees was: 
Oreste 
Carlos 
Frontaloni 
residents of Buenos Aires, 
Argentina 


Ms. Olga Ruiz & Ms. Kim- 


berly 
Richardson 
repre- 
senting the Aruba Tourism 
Authority, and members 
of the Costa Linda Beach 
Resort 
Aruba 
bestowed 
the certification of the Am- 
bassador and presented 
the Ambassador with gifts, 
and thanked the honoree 
on behalf of the Govern- 
ment of Aruba for choosing 
Aruba as his favorite vaca- 
tion destination for so many 
years. The Honoree can 
now call Aruba their home 
away from home. 


Top reason for returning 
to Aruba, provided by the 


honoree were: 
The best island on the Ca- 
ribbean 
The people who provide 


services are the best! 
The service in Aruba is ex- 
traordinary 
The weather is the best in 


the Caribbean 
Costa Linda is the best Re- 
sort q 


Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors 
at Aruba Marriot Resort & Stellaris Casino 


The Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity recently recognized the 
Distinguished Ambassadors 
of Aruba by presenting the 


Ambassadors with the Dis- 
tinguished certificate as a 
token of appreciation for 
visiting the island for more 


than 10 years consecutive- 
ly. 


Honorees were: 
Antonio 
S.R 
Santos 
& 
Gianine L. de Sousa resi- 
dents of Sao Paulo, Brazil 


During the ceremony Ms. 
Olga Ruiz & Ms. Kimberly 
Richardson 
representing 
the Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity (A.T.A), and members of 
the Aruba Marriott Resort & 
Stellaris Casino bestowed 
the certification of the Am- 
bassadors, and presented 
the Ambassadors with gifts, 
and thanked them on be- 
half of the Government of 


Aruba for choosing Aruba 
as their favorite vacation 
destination for so many 
years. Aruba can now be 
considered by the Honor- 
ees, their Home Away from 
Home! 


Top reason for returning 
to Aruba, provided by the 
honorees were: 
Sun & beaches 
Local friends 
Happiness 
Casinos 
Receptivity q 
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Soroptimist International Club Aruba: A club to empower women 


ORANJESTAD – During a 
press conference, Sorop- 
timist International Club of 
Aruba informed about the 
inauguration of their club, 
which will take place to- 
day during an event where 
people can join to find out 
more about them. 


Noria Eleonora, president 
of the club, said that to- 
day, Saturday, the event 
is about the “indispens- 
able reality in the lives of 
women around the world”. 
This is a social network of 
professional and business 
women, and their official 
events to start the club in 
Aruba began from the 6th 
of October and culminate 
today, 8th of October. 
Various 
members 
from 
other countries are invited, 
including from Curaçao, 
Suriname, Poland, Sweden, 
the Netherlands and Ger- 
many. 
Leonora 
pointed 
out that this international 
club of women is to support 
women and girls around 
the world. 


“Today we have our sisters 
close to come help and 
support us in installing this 
international club. It is be- 
ing organized in five feder- 
ations, from Africa, Pacific, 
Europe, United States, Eng- 
land and Ireland, and we 
fall under the union of the 


Netherlands, which consists 
of 101 clubs with Aruba be- 
coming the 102nd club”, 
she said. 


Today the inauguration be- 
gins at 10am at the Renais- 
sance Convention Center. 
The cost of entry is $50, and 
those interested in attend- 
ing can WhatsApp (+297) 
661-2391. 
“In Aruba we see the pow- 
er of joining together with 
all these other service clubs 
to begin working together 
with other women around 


the world, and naturally our 
women and girls in Aruba”, 
she commented. 


She added that they are 
receiving 
international 
support for their projects. 
One of these projects is for 
young doctors working at 
the hospital. It was noted 
that women who don’t 
have legal documents in 
Aruba and are pregnant, 
for example, have fear of 
deportation and for this 
reason skip regular check- 
ups that are necessary dur- 


ing pregnancy. This some- 
times results in still birth by 
the time they arrive at the 
hospital. 


“They approached us and 
this is going to be the first 
project that we are execut- 
ing here in Aruba. Together 
with other service clubs, 
like the Foundation Against 
Relational Violence (FCVR) 
with their project Orange 
the World, we are work- 
ing on creating awareness 
among our people that vi- 
olence needs to stop”, she 
said. 


Soroptimist 
is 
a 
global 
movement of volunteers 
working together to trans- 
form the lives of women 
and girls around the world. 
The network has around 
72,000 members from 121 
countries working at the 
local and global levels to 
empower and habilitate 
opportunities for women 
and girls. 


Their vision is for women 
and girls achieve their in- 
dividual and collective po- 
tential, for them to realize 
their aspirations and have 
their own voice in creat- 
ing strong and peaceful 
communities all around the 
world. 
Their mission is to transform 
the life of women and girls 
through education, em- 
powerment and habilita- 
tion of opportunities. 


Their principle is that they 
put in the effort for the 
advancement of the con- 
ditions of women with a 
high level of ethics, hu- 
man rights for all, equality, 
development and peace, 
advancement of under- 
standing, goodwill and in- 
ternational peace. 


Some of their members are 
mentors creating leader- 
ship in their clubs, and as 
Anna Wszelaszynska, ex- 
president for Europe com- 
mented during the press 
conference, 
they 
hope 
that the club can do all 
this as an NGO and service 
organization. “We have a 
seat at the United Nations 
and we are also members 
of the United Nations Eco- 
nomic and Social Council”, 
she said. 


She also invited the com- 
munity of Aruba to visit the 
website 
www.soroptimis- 
teurope.org where they will 
find more information on 
their activities and annual 
reports. 


Vanessa Hollander, mem- 
ber of Soroptimist Interna- 
tional Club of Aruba made 
an invitation for today, 
where the community can 
find more information re- 
garding the opening of the 
Soroptimist Club of Aruba 
and there will also be an 
opportunity to sit and chat 
with them. q 
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By SARA RATHNER of Nerd- 
Wallet 
Millennials 
are 
in 
peak 
nesting mode. We want 
the outdoor space many 
apartments lack, or the 
room to grow that a starter 
house doesn’t offer. There’s 
just a not-so-small problem. 
(Gestures broadly at every- 
thing.) 
The median existing home 
sales price of U.S. homes 
was $389,500 in August, ac- 
cording to the National As- 
sociation of Realtors. That’s 
a 7.7% increase from Au- 
gust 2021. The average in- 
terest rate for 30-year fixed- 
rate 
mortgages 
topped 
6% as of Sept. 15 this year, 
according to Freddie Mac. 
Compare that with an av- 
erage rate of 2.86% just one 
year prior that’s a 110% in- 
crease. 
It can be hard to com- 
pete when an open house 
feels like a cage match. 
It’s enough to make any- 
one retreat to a rental for 
a while. “We’re seeing that 
those who were thinking of 
buying a home just aren’t 
interested anymore,” says 
Natalie 
Slagle, 
a 
certi- 
fied financial planner and 
founding partner of Roch- 
ester, 
Minnesota-based 
Fyooz Financial Planning. 
“People aren’t as willing to 
make big financial moves 
when it feels like there’s un- 
certainty.” 
Though you may feel stuck 
right now, you don’t have 
to be forever. Here’s what 
to do in the meantime. 
REEVALUATE 
YOUR 
CUR- 
RENT SITUATION 
In slowing down your house 
hunt, you’ve given yourself 
the gift of extra time. You 
can reassess what’s real- 
istic for you. Over the next 
year or so, your life may 
change a lot, meaning 
your list of must-haves for 
a home might need a few 
edits. 
When Jason Fletcher was 
looking to buy his first home 
in Orange County, Califor- 
nia, in 2019, he was single. 
At the time, he didn’t find 
The One, real estate-wise, 
but it wasn’t long before he 
met his now-wife. They’re 


currently expecting their 
second child and still hop- 
ing to swap their rental for 
a home they own, one 
quite different from what 
Fletcher searched for three 
years ago. 
However, their search is 
coming up short. “I’d say 
right now, at least in our 
area, we have not seen in- 
ventory increase a whole 
lot,” he says. “That indi- 
cates to me that people 
are comfortable with the 
interest rates they have 
and they aren’t selling.” 
Amanda 
Astey 
moved 
to San Francisco with her 
husband seven years ago. 
They considered buying a 
home after living in the city 
for two years, but backed 
out after they were unable 
to find anything in their 
price range at the time. 
Now, they’ve advanced in 
their careers and are open 
to resuming the search. 
“Even with that, we’ve 
been pretty discouraged,” 
she says. 
They’re open to living far- 
ther from the city and 
even to leaving the state 
in search of more space for 
the money. “We’ve had a 
huge exodus of friends to 
Portland. A whole bunch of 
friends have gone to Den- 
ver,” she says. “It’s seeming 
more and more likely that 
another city would be our 
best option.” 
BECOME AN EVEN MORE 
ATTRACTIVE BUYER 
If your budget and mort- 
gage preapproval were 


so-so this time around, take 
the next few months to 
beef up your finances so 
you’re in a stronger position 
later on. 
One place to start is with 
discretionary 
spending. 
If you can cut back, and 
possibly increase your in- 
come with a promotion, 
job or freelance work, you 
can add to your savings 
and be prepared to make 
a larger down payment. 
You may also be able to in- 
crease your overall budget 
for a home. 
Fletcher and his wife cut 
back 
on 
buying 
new 
clothes and are keeping 
their paid-off cars longer 
to avoid car loans. “At this 
point, we’re trying to make 
more money and get pro- 
motions,” he says. 
Paying down existing debts 
can help, too, as that will 
lower your debt-to-income 
ratio. 
A higher credit score can 
help you qualify for better 
mortgage terms, hopefully 
ensuring you can get as 
low an interest rate as pos- 
sible. If you already have 
excellent credit, keep it 
there by paying your bills 
on time every month. Late 
payments can ding your 
credit, and you’ve already 
worked hard to get where 
you are. If your credit score 
is lower, on-time payments 
can still help you, as can 
limiting what other loans or 
credit cards you apply for 
in the months before you 
apply for a mortgage.q 


An advertising sign for building land stands in front of a new 
home construction site in Northbrook, Ill., Wednesday, Sept. 21, 
2022. 


Associated Press 


Millennial Money: You nixed your 
homebuying plan. What now? 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Eagle tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 
aloe tel. 584 4606 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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NEW LONDON, Conn. (AP) 
— A U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy cadet who was 
expelled for becoming a 
father will get his degree as 
part of a legal settlement, 
his attorneys said Thursday. 
Isaak 
Olson 
sued 
the 
academy in December af- 
ter years of endeavoring to 
be reinstated as a cadet. 
He was two months from 
graduating, with a degree 
in mechanical engineering 
and a commission as an 
officer, when he disclosed 
in 2014 that his fiancée had 
given birth to their first child, 
according the lawsuit. 
“No one should ever have 
to choose between the 
honor of being a Coast 
Guard 
cadet 
and 
the 
honor of being a parent,” 
Olson said Thursday in a 
statement released by his 
lawyers. He said he was 
“thankful 
the 
academy 
has reached a settlement 
that recognizes my right to 
both.” 
The Coast Guard Acad- 
emy confirmed the settle- 
ment but didn’t give de- 
tails. 
Olson was expelled under 
an academy regulation 
that barred cadets from 
having “any maternal or 
paternal obligation or re- 
sponsibility,” according to 
the lawsuit. Olson’s lawyers 
said the policy still stands. 
Olson learned of his fian- 
cée’s pregnancy in April 
of his junior year, and the 
baby was born in Au- 
gust 2013, according to 
the lawsuit. It said he was 
never asked about depen- 
dents until he got a duty 
screening application in 
March 2014 and disclosed 
the child’s birth. 
The couple had Olson’s 
parental rights terminated 
in hopes of enabling him 
to graduate, and he later 
went through a long ad- 
ministrative process to try 
to get his status restored, 
to no avail, according to 
his lawyers at the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union, 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union Foundation of Con- 
necticut, and Yale Law 
School’s Veterans Legal 


The new hats and shoulder bars for the graduates sit on a table before the start of the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy’s 141st Commencement Exercises, May 18, 2022, in New London, Conn. 


Associated Press 


Coast Guard Academy settles suit over cadets- 
with-kids ban 


Services Clinic. 
Along the way, Olson en- 
listed in the Coast Guard, 
and the couple married 
and had another child, the 
attorneys said. He is now 
an aviation maintenance 
technician, 
stationed 
in 
Alaska. 
The lawsuit sought his com- 
mission and back pay, 
since he makes less than 
he would as an officer. The 
ACLU said there is no finan- 
cial component to the set- 
tlement, but it does include 
a statement that will allow 
him to apply to be com- 


missioned as an officer. 
“Becoming 
a 
parent 
shouldn’t be seen as a 
hardship,” Olson said in his 
statement. “I look forward 
to the day that cadets are 
given the same rights as 
the rest of the service.” 
The federal law that fund- 
ed and authorized the 
Defense Department for 
the 2022 fiscal year gives 
the military until the end of 
December to craft “regu- 
lations that include the 
option to preserve paren- 
tal guardianship rights” for 
cadets or midshipmen who 


become pregnant or fa- 
ther children while at one 
of the department’s ser- 
vice academies. 
The law applies to the U.S. 
Military Academy, the Na- 
val Academy and the Air 
Force Academy but not 
to the Coast Guard Acad- 
emy, which is run by the 
Department of Homeland 
Security.q 
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On Football: NFL teams aren't doomed 
with losing Octobers 


By ROB MAADDI 
AP Pro Football Writer 
DENVER (AP) — A losing 
record in October doesn't 
mean playoff hopes are 
lost. Last year, the Patri- 
ots, Steelers and Eagles 
rebounded 
from 
a 
1-3 
start to earn a postseason 
berth. The Chiefs and 49ers 
both opened 2-3 and still 
reached their conference 
championship games. 
Entering 
Week 
5, 
nine 
teams had losing records, 
including three 2021 play- 
off teams. 
Odds are at least one 
of those nine teams will 
bounce back and get to 
the postseason. 
The Indianapolis Colts took 
a first step, rallying to beat 
Denver in overtime Thurs- 
day night to even their 
record at 2-2-1. The AFC 
South is among four divi- 
sions with no club with a 
winning record. 
"We're not happy about 
2-2-1, but we're right there," 
Colts coach Frank Reich 
said. "That's what we've 
been saying. It's a better 
start than some of the other 
years that we've had here. 
We've got to get better. ... 
There's a closeness to this 
team that I think is going to 
work well for us as we con- 
tinue to go. We just need 
to continue to find ways to 
get better." 
The Colts started 1-5 in 
Reich's first season as their 
coach in 2018. They ended 
up 10-6 and advanced to 


the divisional round of the 
playoffs. That was with An- 
drew Luck as their quar- 
terback. They opened 1-4 
last year with Carson Wentz 
and finished 9-8, missing 
the playoffs by one game. 
Matt Ryan has struggled 
through the first five games 
with seven interceptions 
and 11 fumbles but he was 
clutch in the final two drives 
against Denver. 
"I'm not going to flinch 
in those situations," Ryan 
said. "I'm not going to get 
uptight. There is no reason 
to. You just keep on play- 
ing and you find a way. I 
have believed in that way 
throughout my career." 
Russell 
Wilson 
and 
the 
Broncos (2-3) have a long 
way to go to compete in 
the tough AFC West. They 
missed an opportunity to 
close out a win over the 
Colts when Wilson threw 
a pick late in the fourth 
quarter. Wilson then didn't 
see an open receiver on a 
fourth-down pass in over- 
time that could've been a 
winning touchdown but in- 
stead fell incomplete. 
"I guess I let us down," Wil- 
son said. "I know I'm a win- 
ner. I know that I'm a bat- 
tler. I'm know that I'm going 
to keep going, keep believ- 
ing. There's so much season 
left. There's so much oppor- 
tunity left. I believe in these 
guys every day, and I know 
they believe in me, too. We 
believe in each other." 
Teams with losing records 


going into the weekend: 
Raiders: (1-3): After winning 
10 games and reaching 
the playoffs last season, the 
Raiders started 0-3 under 
new coach Josh McDan- 
iels. They beat Denver for 
their first win but now face 
the Chiefs (3-1) on Monday 
night. Steelers (1-3): The 
Steelers did it last year with 
Ben Roethlisberger, over- 
coming a 1-3 start to make 
the playoffs. Now, it's on 
rookie QB Kenny Pickett. 
Patriots (1-3): 
Like Pitts- 
burgh last year, the Patri- 
ots also made the playoffs 
after opening 1-3. With a 
banged-up Mac Jones, it'll 
be tougher to do the same 
this season. 
Saints (1-3): The Saints have 
to stop turning the ball over, 
and they need Jameis Win- 
ston, Alvin Kamara and Mi- 
chael Thomas healthy. 
Commanders 
(1-3): 
A 
comeback win led by Wen- 
tz in Week 1 gave Washing- 
ton reason for excitement. 
Three straight losses have 
exposed the team's weak- 
nesses. 
Panthers (1-3): Baker May- 
field isn't doing anything 
to prove the Browns were 
wrong to dump him. 
Lions (1-3): Jared Goff has 
led the league's highest- 
scoring offense. But the 
problem is the defense is 
giving up even more points. 
Texans (0-3-1): The Texans 
have had chances to win 
games but make too many 
mistakes and can't finish.q 


Denver Broncos quarterback Russell Wilson (3) looks to pass against the Indianapolis Colts during 
the second half of an NFL football game, Thursday, Oct. 6, 2022, in Denver. 
Associated Press 


England women beat 
U.S. 2-1 in statement 
victory at Wembley 


England's Georgia Stanway shoots to score from the penalty 
spot during the women's friendly soccer match between 
England and the US at Wembley stadium in London, Friday, 
Oct. 7, 2022. 
Associated Press 


LONDON (AP) — Ten weeks after conquering Europe, 
England women proclaimed themselves ready for 
even more after beating the world champion United 
States 2-1 in a friendly at Wembley Stadium on Friday. 
Lauren Hemp and Georgia Stanway scored to help 
England beat the U.S. for the first time since 2017 and 
less than 10 months before the Women's World Cup 
in Australia and New Zealand. 
Stanway's penalty in the 33rd minute put the hosts in 
front for good before 76,893 fans. Victory extended 
England's unbeaten run to 23 games under coach 
Sarina Wiegman. 
England took the lead in the 10th when Beth Mead 
sent a low cross into the box. U.S. defender Alana 
Cook tried to make a sliding block but the ball 
wiggled through to Hemp, who finished from close 
range. 
The Americans equalized just before the half-hour 
mark. Millie Bright tried to pass out of the back to a 
tightly covered Stanway, and Lindsey Horan poked 
the ball forward to Sophia Smith, who turned and 
fired low to the left corner past a diving Mary Earps. 
Stanway made amends from the spot, though, 
shooting the ball into the right corner as goalkeeper 
Alyssa Naeher went the wrong way. 
Minutes later, the visitors thought they tied the game 
again but Trinity Rodman's strike was ruled out for off- 
side. 
England and the U.S. wore teal armbands in solidarity 
with sexual abuse victims and together held a ban- 
ner that read "Protect the Players" just before kickoff. 
A report this week into the scandals that erupted in 
the National Women's Soccer League last season 
found emotional abuse and sexual misconduct were 
systemic in the league. 
There was also a moment of silence for the victims of 
the deadly crush of fans at a soccer match in Indo- 
nesia. 
Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers and 
wide receiver Allen Lazard were among the stars in 
attendance. The Packers play the New York Giants 
on Sunday in an NFL game at Tottenham Hotspur 
Stadium. "Ted Lasso" actor Jason Sudeikis was also 
on hand. 
U.S. wing Crystal Dunn went on as a second-half sub- 
stitute — less than five months after giving birth to her 
son. It was her 124th international appearance and 
first in nearly 13 months. 
The draw for the World Cup will be in Auckland on 
Oct. 22.q 
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By TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer 
CLEVELAND (AP) — The 
Guardians were certain of 
two things: José Ramírez 
would deliver, and Amed 
Rosario touched second 
base. 
Cleveland’s kids were right. 
Ramírez 
connected 
for 
a two-run homer, Shane 
Bieber 
dominated 
Tam- 
pa Bay for 7 2/3 innings 
and the young Guardians 
played with poise in their 
postseason debut, beat- 
ing the Rays 2-1 in the wild- 
card opener on Friday. 
Ramírez’s shot off Tampa’s 
Shane McClanahan in the 
sixth inning the Rays ini- 
tially appealed whether 
Rosario stepped on second 
helped Cleveland end an 
eight-game 
postseason 
losing streak and left base- 
ball’s youngest team one 
win from advancing in its 
first season as the Guard- 
ians. 
Though short on experi- 
ence, the Guardians seem 
to have everything else. 
“At this point we’re dealing 
with what we got in that 
clubhouse,” Bieber said, 
brushing off the team’s 
youth. “And that’s a win- 
ning ballclub.” 
Bieber, rocked in his only 
other playoff appearance 
two years ago by the Yan- 
kees, was spectacular, al- 
lowing just three hits and 
striking out eight before 
being lifted the eighth to a 
thunderous ovation. 


Emmanuel Clase took it 
from there, getting four 
outs for his first postseason 
save and finishing a game 
that took just 2 hours, 17 
minutes — the fastest in the 
postseason since 1999 and 
Cleveland’s quickest since 
its World Series-clinching 
win in 1948. 
Jose Siri homered for the 
Rays, who dropped their 
sixth straight game over- 
all and turn to starter Ty- 
ler Glasnow in Game 2 on 
Saturday to keep their sea- 
son alive. The series winner 
plays the AL East champion 
New York in the Division Se- 
ries starting Tuesday in the 
Bronx. 
With 17 players making 


MLB debuts this season, 
the Guardians entered the 
playoffs unsure of what 
to 
expect. 
Fortunately, 
Ramírez and Bieber had 
been here before, and 
both came through for the 
AL Central champions. 
With Cleveland down 1-0 
and running out of outs, 
Ramírez delivered as usual. 
“Nothing surprises me,” Ro- 
sario said of his teammate, 
who is batting .455 with 
homer and six RBIs in his last 
three playoff games. “For 
me, he’s the best player in 
baseball.” 
Rosario singled with one 
out and Ramírez, a four- 
time All-Star who finished 
second to Aaron Judge in 


RBIs in the AL this season, 
drove a 1-1 changeup over 
the wall for just his second 
postseason homer in 97 at- 
bats. 
However, as the red-towel 
waving fans in Progressive 
Field screamed, Rays man- 
ager Kevin Cash appealed 
whether 
Rosario 
missed 
second. TV replays showed 
him slowing and touching 
the bag, but that didn’t 
give Guardians manager 
Terry Francona any com- 
fort as the Rays proceeded 
to challenge. 
“When they start huddling 
like that, you start to get a 
little nervous,” he said. 
Cash couldn’t tell whether 
Rosario missed the bag. 


“It was kind of grainy,” he 
said. “But it certainly looked 
like there was reason to 
take a look at it and let’s 
see what New York had to 
say.” 
While the umpires waited 
for an official ruling, the 
crowd spontaneously sang 
“Jose ... Jose ... Jose,” like 
never before, prompting 
Ramírez to pop out for a 
curtain call. The home run 
stood and Cleveland had 
a slim lead it protected. 
McClanahan has given up 
just two homers all season 
on changeups. 
“Shane’s pitch,” Cash la- 
mented. 
McClanahan 
knew he made a mistake. 
Tampa Bay didn’t get its 
first hit of Bieber until the 
fifth, when Harold Ramírez 
bounced a single into cen- 
ter. But Bieber buckled 
down and got two outs 
before striking out Chris- 
tian Bethancourt, the right- 
hander’s third punch-out to 
end an inning. 
When Francona pulled him 
in the eighth, Bieber left to 
roars and showed his ap- 
preciation by clapping into 
his glove. 
“To hear that, to feed off 
that energy,” Bieber said 
of Cleveland’s crowd. “It 
seemed like every time 
there were two strikes they 
were willing a strikeout. And 
that felt great. Kind of helps 
me personally elevate my 
game. I don’t suspect I’m 
the only one on our team 
that feels that.” q 


NEW YORK (AP) — Twit- 
ter will offer live broadcast 
look-ins throughout Major 
League Baseball’s postsea- 
son for the first time. 
ESPN, Fox and other broad- 
casters of playoff games 
will be able to show the 
look-ins on their social me- 
dia accounts, and live ac- 
tion will also be show on 
MLB’s 
official 
account. 
There isn’t a limit on how 
long each look-in can last. 
Twitter will be the only social 
media platform to officially 
stream live look-ins during 
the postseason, which be- 
gins Friday with four wild- 
card round games. 


Sarah Rosen, Twitter’s Head 
of North American Con- 
tent Partnerships, said the 
company has been fo- 
cused on bringing more 
live, short-form video con- 
tent to the platform. Fox’s 
college football coverage 
used Twitter last year to 
show a specific camera 
angle, while look-ins have 
previously been used for 
the PGA Tour and NBC’s 
coverage of the Olympics, 
among others. 
Twitter said 18% of peo- 
ple globally who tweeted 
about baseball this season 
did not tweet about it last 
year. Also, 28% of the MLB 


conversation was generat- 
ed by fans outside the U.S. 
The New York Yankees, Los 
Angeles Dodgers and Bos- 
ton Red Sox were the most 
mentioned team handles. 
Aaron Judge, who set the 
AL home run record with 
62, was the most men- 
tioned player handle (@ 
TheJudge44) followed by 
San Diego pitcher Yu Dar- 
vish (@faridyu), Los Angeles 
Angels slugger Mike Trout 
(@miketrout) and St. Louis’ 
Albert Pujols (@pujolsfive), 
who became the fourth 
player to reach 700 career 
home runs.q 


Cleveland Guardians’ Jose Ramirez runs the bases after a two-run home run in the sixth inning of a 
wild card baseball playoff game against the Tampa Bay Rays, Friday, Oct. 7, 2022, in Cleveland. 


Associated Press 


Guardians take WC opener as Ramírez homers, Bieber dominates 


The New York Mets take part in batting practice the day before a 
wild-card baseball playoff game against the San Diego Padres, 
Thursday, Oct. 6, 2022, in New York. 
Associated Press 


Twitter to offer live look-ins throughout the MLB postseason 


